Sponsor or Editor
Hart Jan. There were news items giving information regarding
temple opening for ' Harijans \ The main editorial was devoted
exclusively to untouchability. Next there was a column, * To the
Reader/ in which explaining the importance of the newly launched
movement, Gandhiji said, " since the movement has a world-wide
significance and seeks the sympathy, if possible, of the whole
humanity, it is necessary to keep the world acquainted with its
implications and progress ". The paper, he made it clear, would
be devoted for the service of 6 Harijans' and would highlight all
efforts for the removal of untouchability.
" You will note," he commented, " that no advertisements are
being taken for the upkeep of the paper. It has to depend solely
upon the subscriptions received/' The page ended with a notice
to the subscribers reminding them that " subscriptions should be
paid strictly in advance/"
In a signed article in the Hart/an dated February 25, 1933,
Gandhiji explained that the Hindi edition was to be published
first. But as there was delay, the English came out earlier. "I am
happy to be able to inform the reader that the Hindi edition will
have been out before this is in his hands. Arrangements are pro-
ceeding as fast as possible for the publication of provincial editions
in the provincial languages e.g. in Bengali, Marathi, Tamil,
Guzrati etc/'
Explaining the term * Harijan \ Gandhiji wrote :
" It is not a name of my own coining. Some years ago, several' untouchable'
correspondents complained that I used the word * asprishya' in the pages of
the Navajivan. ' Asprishya' means literally untouchable. I then invited them
to suggest a better name, and one of the untouchable correspondents suggested
the adoption of the name * Harijan', on the strength of its having been used
by the first poet-saint of Guzrat. ... I thought that it was a good word.
* Harijan' means a man of God. All the religions of the world describe God
pre-eminently as the Friend of the friendless, Help of the helpless, and Pro-
tector of the weak. The rest of the world apart, in India, who can be more
friendless, helpless or weaker than the forty million or more Hindus, who are
classified as untouchables. ..."
Gandhiji was conducting the paper from the prison in Poona,
He was released on May 8, 1933. On May 13, he wrote :
" All should know that even though I am supposed to be a free man,
Harijan will continue to be edited as if I was in prison. It will still
be solely devoted to the * Harijan * cause and will scrupulously
exclude all politics/*
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